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THE LATE EPIDEMIC AT DEDHAM. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—In compliance with your request, I have written a statement of 
the facts, so far as I have been able to ascertain them, respecting a fever 
which has lately occurred at Bussey’s factory in Dedham. I think it 
will be evident that this disease is essentially the continued fever, now 
commonly called typhus, which occurs in this climate at all seasons, 
though most in the autumn. The circumstances under which it has oc- 
curred in this instance, particularly the number of persons affected at 
once, render the statement worthy of publication. Perhaps the medical 
gentlemen at Dedham may be induced to give you some other particulars, 
and especially any which may hereafter occur, as well as to correct me 
if I have been in error on any point. 

The statement was written several days since, but I kept it to ascer- 
tain some points more perfectly, and I have meanwhile obtained some 
additional information, which I have inserted, as you will see, on this 
day. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, J. Jackson. 

Boston, May 8, 1835. 


On Tuesday, March 17th, 1835, Dr. Spear, of Dedham, was called 
to J. Thomson, a young woman, residing in Mr. Jackman’s boarding 
house attached to Bussey’s lower mills, and an operative in the mill. 
Dr. S. found her affected with fever and sore throat, and, as he thought, 
some little eruption on the forehead. He regarded the sore throat as 
similar to that of others with scarlatina, whom he was then attending, and 
he pronounced this to be a case of scarlatina. The patient mended ina 
few days, and on Tuesday, the 24th, Dr. 8. considered her as convales- 
cent, and left her with cautions not to indulge too freely in eating. 

On Thursday, the 26th, Dr. S. was called again to this patient, and 
found her in the most extreme distress and agony, so that she was unable 
to give any distinct account of herself. He was, however, led to believe 
that she suffered most in her head, though she was distressed and in 
great pain in every part. She continued to be sick, without any well 
marked local disease, till Sunday, April 5th, when she died. Dr. Spear 
regarded her case as similar, in essential points, to those which are next 
to be mentioned. 

‘he foregoing statement was, in substance, derived from Dr. Spear 
on Sunday, April 19th, when I met him and Dr. Stimson at Dedham. 
I went on that day to the boarding house above mentioned, in con- 
Sultation with those two gentlemen. I was then informed that, on 
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230 The late Epidemic at Dedham. 
Saturday the 11th, and Sunday the 12th April, eighteen persons had been 


taken sick in Mr. Jackman’s boarding house. 

Dr. Stimson was first called there on the afternoon of Sunday, the 
12th, to two young women, sisters, who had been taken sick on the 
afternoon of the 11th. Their symptoms were nearly the same—viz. 
some chills on the 11th, with prostration, anorexy, headache, dizziness, 

ain in back and limbs, pulse accelerated, rather full than hard. When 
Dr. S. saw them, their great complaint was of the head. One of these 
sisters was the sickest patient in the house, when I saw her on the 19th; 
and indeed was evidently sinking. Her countenance was sunken, her 
air abandoned, she was evidently distressed very much, her respiration 
was irregular, skin cold and mvist, pulse 120, very small and feeble ; 
she was delirious, and had been so about 24 hours ; she could show her 
tongue, which was dry; she had had diarrhoea three days before I saw her; 
she had two rose pimples ; she coughed somewhat, but on percussion the 
chest resounded well, back and front, and there was nothing unnatural 
learnt by auscultation, except that her respiration was irregular, and I think 
there was a blowing (sifflante) rale. 

That I may give a connected view of this case, I will add that she 
died at 1, A. M. on the 20th of April, and the body was examined. Dr. 
John B. S. Jackson and Dr. Charles G. Putnam went to Dedham for 
this purpose, and made the examination in the presence of Drs. Stimson 
and Spear. 

Autopsy, 18 hours after death, furnished by J. B. S. J. 

Externally, very rigid. 

Head.—On the upper surface of each anterior lobe of the brain, the 
pia mater, to the extent of two or three inches square, was infiltrated 
with a bloody serum, not to any great amount, but enough to give a very 
decided red color, and to be pressed about easily from one part to ano- 
ther. Beneath this portion of the membranes, which separated readily 
in consequence of the effusion, several of the convolutions were found to 
be superficially abraded, perhaps ulcerated, the surface being quite soft, 
but not discolored ; except for this appearance, and being rather more 
congested than usual, the brain was sufficiently bealthy. 
ae ee healthy. Some dark coagula in the heart, but no 

, Abdomen.—Stomach flaccid ; contained about two ounces of greenish 
liquid, but no mucus ; mucous membrane generally more red than usual, 
particularly in the small curvature of a part of the left extremity—io 
another part of the left extremity there appeared to be cadaveric softening, 
and towards the pylorus there was ‘* mamellonnement”? to a considera- 
ble extent. Small intestines rather contracted, especially about the mid- 
dle portion ; some bright yellow viscid fluid in upper part, and some 
greenish mucus in the lower ; mucous membrane healthy tll within 23 oF 
3 feet of cecal valve, and then was found acute disease of Peyer’s 
glands—about eight or ten diseased patches, regularly getting worse from 
above downwards ; most of these were of a circular form, about half an 
inch in diameter, much thickened, remarkably well defined, of a light 
reddish color and firm texture—the first three or four were not ulcerated 
—the rest were so; yellow feces adhering to the surface ; and just on 
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the valve something like a scab appeared to have been detached and 
hung by one extremity. A large irregular patch was found, as usual, 
just above the valve, and still above this another of an oval form, about 
an inch long and balf as broad. There was more or less redness of the 
mucous membrane around the diseased patches, and proportionately most 
around the smaller ones. Brunner’s glands very slightly affected. Large 
intestincs of moderate size ; mucous membrane very extensively and 
acutely inflamed, the whole arch of the colon, sigmoid flexure and rec- 
tum being involved. The diseased appearance consisted of an intense 
deep red color, with some thickening of the membrane, but uo softening. 
There were also extensive and very numerous patches formed by thin 
layers of soft yellow feces, forming a strong contrast with the surrounding 
membrane. The cecum, ascending and descending colon, were not 
much affected. Mesenteric glands opposite the lower end of the ileum 
were very large and numerous—deep red externally, but, on being cut 
through, found to be of a reddish gray color—very easily broken down— 
considerable serous discharge from cut surface on pressure, and in some 
of them mixed with pus. Spleen large, rather firm, not dark. Liver 
light colored ; gall-bladder full of dark green, liquid bile. Kidney healthy ; 
bladder much contracted, and containing but little, if any urine. 

The other of the two sisters, to whom Dr. Stimson was called, had 
appeared to be the most sick of the two on the first days, and on the 
15th symptoms of pneumonitis had supervened in her case, though she 
was then relieved of the distressing pain in the head. The pneumonitis 
had been shown by cough, viscid and bloody sputa, not copious, and some 
pain in right thorax. When I saw her I found a sonorous rale there, 
perhaps some mucous, but no crepitous rale, nor any bronchial respiration ; 
likewise the resonance on percussion was nearly as good as on the left. 
She had not had diarrhoea. Dr. Putnam saw this patient on the 24th, 
and then found that on percussion the lower third of the right back was 
somewhat flat, and in that part he heard a mucous and a crepitous rale. 
He discovered, on examining her, one or two rose pimples and many 
sudamina. He found also that she had had epistaxis, and tinnitus 
aurium, 

Isaw this patient again on the 27th of April, and was told she had 
grown better to the 25th, when at evening she had sharp pain in left side 
for a short time, and since then had not been so well. The sputa had been 
mostly white through the week till then ; but since that time they had 
been red, or some of them, but not copious. I saw one a little red, 
and two or three rusty, all viscid. There was a sonorous rale in both 
backs, most in the left, but otherwise and elsewhere, physical signs not 
morbid by auscultation and percussion. Her face was somewhat flushed, 
or rather her cheeks ; her expression dull, almost stupid, but her answers 
Were intelligent, though slow ; memory not very good ; a little herpetic 
eruption about left nostril, drying ; tongue clean, except at root, where 
the coat remained ; she was thirsty, but also craved food, and had been 
allowed to suck a little meat ; bowels costive, and had been so, except 
from medicine ; she had however used Opiates occasionally, because very 
wakeful ; she coughed often and easily, with a rattling, but did not ex- 
Pectorate often ; she was very weak and sat up with difficulty for the 
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examination of the chest; her temperature was moderate, but at times 
she had been hot ; the abdomen was rather full, but not tense nor hard ; 
it was not inspected ; on the breast there were two or three rose pin 
ples. On this day, May Sth, I hear from Dr. Stimson that she is de- 
cidedly convalescent. 

When Dr. Stimson visited these two patients on the 12th, he found 
several others in the house complaining of some indisposition, different 
in degree. Within two or three days the number under the care of him 
and of Dr. Spear amounted to eighteen. It was said that all these were 
taken sick on the 11th and 12th. I saw eleven of them an the 19th, 
and inquired minutely, so as to be satisfied that this was true as to them. 
Among these eleven one had felt unwell, without distinct local affection, 

revious to the present seizure ; that one had noticed for a fortnight some 
Spuadiiche, diminution of appetite and some diminution of strength. Two 
others had had symptoms of bronchitis before the present disease, but 
not with severity. All the others had been well, as they believed, until 
the occurrence of the present disease on the 11th or 12th. On the 26th 
I saw two other patients, of whom one lad been taken sick on the 13th 
or 14th, the other on the 18th. 

The symptoms at the commencement in the patients, whom I saw and 
examined on the 19th and 26th, were nearly the same, except in degree 
or violence. Severe headache, dizziness, some chills, heat, early pros- 
tration and anorexy, occurred in almost all of them. In two or three 
cases only did the patients keep off of the bed after the second day, and 
most of them not after the first. Bleeding and evacuations from the sto- 
mach and bowels employed og the first days (the first or second), were 
followed by relief of suffering, or at least of pain ; but extreme watchful- 
ness ensued, and the disease pursued its course. This course was, 
however, somewhat rapid, so that there were signs of convalescence in 
some of the cases on the 19th, being the 9th or 10th day of disease ; 
particularly there was a return of appetite. On the 26th I found that this 
convalescence had progressed in some of the patients, so that they had 
been removed to another house. 

Among these patients [ found that the tongue did not become dry and 
dark colored, except in two or three cases ; diarrhoea occurred in only 
two or three ; the abdomen was somewhat full in the second and third 
week, but not tense, nor generally at all tender to the touch, not even on 
pressure ; several of them had one or two rose pimples or spots, but not 
of a character strongly marked ; in two only were these spots numerous ; 
but it is to be remembered that at my first visit no one had been sick 
more than eight days, and at my second visit none more than sixteen 
days ; and, besides, I did not examine all the females as to the abdomen. 
Sudamina occurred in many of them. Epistaxis occurred in most of 
the cases in a greater or less degree, but not in any large amount in any 
one. Dizziness, especially on rising, occurred in most of the patients ; 
a buzzing in the ears also in most of them; deafness in some ; stupor, 
slightly marked, in one or two ; slight delirium in two or three, but not 
severe, except in the fatal case already mentioned ; faintness, especially 
On motion, in one. At the time I last saw these patients there were or 
had been secondary affections in some of the cases, principally a bron- 
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chitis ; in one a pleurigy ; in one a pneumonitis ; in one a severely pain- 
ful affection of the abdomen, with great tenderness on pressure about the 
umbilicus particularly ; and this affection was relieved by full leeching. 
The pulse was at 72 in one case, above 84 in all the others, in one or 
two above 120. 

I will state as many particulars as I was able to ascertain, respecting 
one patient, whose general aspect was as much of what is commonly re- 
garded as typhoid, as that of any whom I saw. This was Olive Butler, 
a girl, 12 years ef age. She became sick on the 12th of April with 
symptoms like those of the rest. On the 26tk I found her lying on her 
back, with a dingy and rather sunken countenance ; lips and teeth dark, 
with some sordes ; tongue dry and rather dark, not thickly coated ; mouth 
sore, had been more so, and with some salivation ; this salivation, &c. 
was possibly from calomel, of which she took one dose, as a cathartic, 
at the commencement of her disease, but there was not any mercurial 
fetor, so far as T could discover ; anorexy ; thirst ; no diarrhoea ; bowels 
kept open by medicine ; abdomen rather full, not very tense, tender on 
pressure, but equally so in limbs and all other parts ; a loose cough, 
without expectoration ; no eruption, neither rose pimples, nor sudamina ; 
pulse 120, small, not hard ; temperature moderate, though hot at times ; 
great tendency to faintness, and this on two days in second week so great 
as to be alarming ; greatly prostrated ; intelligence not good ; stupor some 
of the time, slight deliriuin often ; sleeps much in day and night. 

This girl was regarded as better by the physician and those about her, 
when I saw her on the 26th of April. And now, on the Sth of May, I 
hear from Dr. Stimson that she is decidedly convalescent. 

Upon inquiry respecting the history of these patients I ascertained the 
following from sources the most respectable and trustworthy. Ist. The 
factory in which they worked is for the manufacture of woollen cloth, 
broadcloths, &e. It is situated on the Neponset river. ‘The wool em- 
ployed this season has been uniformly American wool. 2d. The wool 
is picked, washed and dyed (mostly with indigo) at the upper mill. No 
one connected with that mill was sick with an acute disease. 3d. Atthe 
lower mill the wool is carded, spun and woven. 4th. All the operatives 
at this lower mill live in the boarding house, in which the sickness oc- 
curred ; except some married people and perhaps a few of the relations 
ofthese people. 5th. No one was taken sick of the fever except in this 
house. 6th. No one in this house was taken sick except those con- 
nected with the mill as operatives. ‘th. Of those taken sick, every one 
had seen J. Thomson, who died on April 5th. Some of them had 
only seen the body after death ; others had seen her once or more while 
living ; two or three had watched with her in the night ; the nurses, who 
had attended her, had not become sick so late as the 26th of April, 
though these nurses were operatives in the mill, and left that to attend 
toher. 8th. The persons, who had the fever, had lived in Dedham 
and been engaged in the mill for various periods of time. Some of 
them had been there three and four years, others a year, others a few 
months or weeks. One who had been there a year or more had been 
absent part of the time, and had returned within a month before the oc- 
currence of the sickness. A boy (Bacon) who was among those first 
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taken sick, had entered the mill on the 25th of March of this year, and 
had never before resided in the town. His mother, who was also in the 
mill, had been there a year, and she was taken sick at the same time. 
9th. The house in which the sickness occurred contained at the time 
about fifty-eight inmates of all descriptions. It was essentially clean, 
and I was assured that on examination nothing offensive was found in the 
cellar, nor surrounding it. 10th. Oo the path from the house to the mill 
nothing could be pointed out as offensive except a stye, which contained 
six hogs, nor was this peculiarly so. 11th. The house had been built as 
a boarding house for the operatives, and was firsi inhabited in January or 
February, 1827. It had frequently had from eighty to ninety inmates, 
being very large. The agent had, however, taken pains to reduce the 
number, and it was not considered as at all crowded this spring. The 
inmates of it had always enjoyed good health till now, and tll now there 
had never occurred a death in it since it was erected. 

These are the facts as they existed when the foregoing was written. 
This day, May 8th, Lam informed by Dr. Stimson that since my last 
visit “one other female has been taken sick, evidently with the same 
fever, by the name of French, not an operative in the mill, but a domes- 
tic in Mr. Jackman’s boarding house.” 

It appears that most of the patients are now mending ; one is not yet 
free from bad symptoms ; and one is in a state of great danger. ‘This is 
one of the patients first taken, on the 11th or 12th of April, and was the 
most sick of any whom I saw at my second visit. 


REVIEW OF CERTAIN CASES OF FRACTURE TREATED AT THE 
PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL IN 1834. 


BY JOSEPH A. GALLUP, M.D. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Ir appears that novelty is the ruling passion of the age ; that it is disco- 
verable not only in the versatility of the beau-monde, but in graver intel- 
lects, and finds even votaries in that science intended for the preservation 
of health and the removal of incidents tending to destroy life. ‘That the 
art of healing is capable of, and indeed needs, improvement, will not be 
questioned ; however, these advances must be cautiously adopted, and 
every step well guarded by inductions made from sure premises. We 
need to be alike cautious in repudiating modes of practice that have been 
established with great circumspection, and approved by the greatest or- 
naments of the profession for ages gone by. 
After the lapse of some thousand years since medicine has been culti- 
vated as a science, and that by some of the most vivid intellects, shall it 
now be said there is not a theorem established on which an inquirer can 
rest and feel satisfied ? or must he still vaccilate, like the weary traveller 
standing on a bog in the midst of a morass ? We are not of those who 
doubt everything, and such as cannot decide whether we exist or not 5 
nor, after experiencing three score and six annual revolutions of the dark 
planet we rest upon, will we doubt the reality of the frosts of winter, or 
the scorchings of the summer solstice. As soon may we be led to doubt 
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these as to question some of the data established by our predecessors in 
the practice of medicine, which have been confirmed by long and patient 
experience. That division of the science styled surgery, as having to 
do with derangements more cognizable, has stepped in advance of thera- 
peutics, the objects of which often lie concealed in the darkest and most 
remote recesses of the system. 

We were led to these reflections on reading a ‘* Report of Cases treat- 
ed in the Pennsylvania Hospital,” and published in the American Jour- 
nal of the Medical Sciences (No. 29) for November, 1834. Our high 
respect and devotedness of feelings for those ornaments of our country, 
the mother institution, presiding over the hospital departments, as well as 
for the contributors and editors of the Journal, may be offered as a suffi- 
cient guarantee that the following remarks are not the offspring of ma- 
levolence, but, however inappropriate, yet may emanate from good 
intentions. 

Experience leads to the conclusion, that injuries done to the-head are 
more manageable than in either of the other great divisions of the system. 
Wounds readily heal on and about the head, when the instinctive powers 
of the system are properly balanced—more readily than in any other part ; 
and the trephine is an instrument on which great reliance can be placed 
in recent injuries and collections beneath the cranium ; indeed, experi- 
ence warrants that its use ought to be extended beyond the line of its 
warmest advocates, instead of being restricted, and even decryed by those 
who take on themselves the responsibility of teachers or patrons. We 
will now recapitulate the cases of fracture of the cranium in the above 
report, and attempt to show that this instrument might have been advan- 
tageously employed ia many, if not all the cases in which it was neglected 
to be used. 

Case I.—Fracture ‘of the skull with depression.—Patient carried to 
the hospital in one hour after the accident ; lived 6 1-2 hours after ad- 
mission, with the common symptoms of compression, but no operation. 
Post-mortem inspection detected a large quantity of blood between the 
scalp and cranium, a portion of bone nearly three inches in diameter de- 
pressed, viz. the anterior and inner part of the right parietal, and across 
the sagittal suture half on inch on the left, and then about two and an half 
inches into the frontal bone. A fissure at top of one fourth of an inch, 
and fracture extending to the base of the cranium. Some other fractures, 
all which denote it to be a very bad case, with three openings in the dura 
mater. One gill of blood below dura mater, with some coagulations at 
the base of the brain. ‘There were effusions of blood into the ventricles, 
and this with effusion of blood at the base of the brain might be sufficient 
to declare the case incurable had they been known to exist. As these 
circumstances could not have been known at the tine, would it not have 
been proper to have extended the privileges of the chances of the opera- 
tion to the patient, since others have lived under all the adverse circum- 
stances mentioned, except the deep-seated effusions ? 

Case Il.—Fracture of the skull with depression.—lIt appears in this 
case that there was a ‘ detached portion of cranium, about an inch 
square,” removed after a tedious process of suppuration of fifty-eight 
days, and not then without some cutting. The patient recovered, and 
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the collateral treatment very good in this way of doing business ; yet if 
the trephine had been prudently used, in all probability it would have 
saved much distress, and instead of the patient being confined eighty-nine 
days at the hospital, might have been discharged in ten days. 

Case III.—Fracture of the skull.—In this case the symptoms indi- 
cated more of inflammation, after the second day, than depression ; howe- 
ver, this case may be passed, and comprehended in general remarks 
presently to be made. 

Case 1V.—Fracture of the skull, §c.—The patient admitted into the 

hospital the morning after the injury. Although he had received several 
incisions of the scalp in the affray, ‘* exposing a portion of the cranium,” 
yet there was ‘* no fracture or depression detected.”? The patient lived 
ten days from admission, and the whole series of phenomena indicated 
compression of the brain. On removing the integuments was discovered 
‘¢ a long fissure, extending ina curved line from one temporal bone to 
the other.”? When the bone was removed, ‘‘ a deposit of blood an inch 
-and an half in diameter, and more than a line thick, was visible near the 
base of the squamous portion of. temporal bone ; a line was traced by this 
same deposit on the outer surface of dura mater, irregular, but in most 
places several lines wide to the left side, where another deposit of blood, 
a little less than on the right, and anterior to it, was found.’? Some black 
blood in meshes of pia mater, and a black coagulum half an inch in di- 
ameter; similar on left side. In the ventricles, the base of the brain, 
and sheath of the medulla spinalis, a serosity, which no doubt was a se- 
quence of eight or tea days inflammation. 

A more prominent case for investigation, and the application of the 
trephine in more places than one, can hardly be indicated, and yet no 
mention is made of its being even talked of. 

Case V.—Phrenitis, following an injury of the head.—*+ Fracture 
existed in both bones of both forearms,” and this seemed to engross 
more attention than the injury of the head. ‘+ Large ecchymosis with 
tumefaction of the eyelids of the right eye and parts covering the malar 
bone and temporal fossa.”? ** Intelligence perfect ” until after three 
eighths of a grain of morphia was given to quiet restlessless from the pain 
in the arms, followed with ** extreme stupor.” ‘* Skin extremely hot ; 
face flushed” &c. ‘+ Pulse 140.” It may be here remarked that this 
is usually the case when narcotics are used in injuries of the head and no 
vent has been given to the compressed contents, especially in so large 
a dose. 

Patient lived ten days. On examination, ‘fracture with depression 
of both tables of os frontis on right side, just above the external angle of 
orbit ; fracture extends through the orbitar plate in its whole breadth ; 
Just above this fracture the dura mater is torn, and a coagulumn of black 
blood exists. Summit of convolutions compressed.” The usual traces 
of inflammation discovered in the brain, such as injection of bloodvessels, 
effusion of serosity, &c. The same remarks might be made here as in 
the preceding case. 

_ Case VI.— Wound of the elbow joint, with injured spine.—In addi- 
tion had ** a wound of scalp, two and an half inches long ;” but the con- 
tusion over the lumbar vertebra was the most important. Patient lived 
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five days. The symptoms of compression of the brain not mentioned, 
but the autopsic inspection developed ‘* much blood on exterior of dura 
mater.”? But could this be the fact without the accompanying physiolo- 
gical phenomena ? It seems that the injury of the spine, and paraplegia, 
engrossed the attention. There supervened strong symptoms of inflam- 
mation ; and there was also discovered on the membranes of the spinal 
cord ‘¢a layer of half coagulated’ black blood, extending throughout all 
the dorsal and lumbar vertebre.””? There is no probability that any ope- 
ration could be of use in this case ; however, the cerebral effusion ought 
to have been detected, and the early application of the trephine would 
have been justifiable, for it appears that on the first day he ‘* moved bis 
extremities without difficulty,” but that on the third, could not ‘* move 
his lower extremities with the same facility as yesterday,” and the loss 
of motion was not complete until the fourth day. 

The above are all the cases of direct injury of the head, having any 
connection with the use of the trephine ; and as our remarks were intended 
to be limited to this, we need not go further. We may notice, however, 
that the trephine was not used or spoken of in any of the most prominent 
cases, except the first; at the close of this case a consultation -of the 
surgeons of the house was called for, but the patient died before, we are 
told, they had time to assemble. It manifestiy appears that the trephine 
must be an instrument but little used in that institution, and if so, we need 
not be surprised that so many cases of injury of the head should go wrong. 
The writer has not been in the way of meeting so many cases as many 
others, which called up the question of the expediency of using the tre- 
phine, nor has surgery been his most important department ; notwith- 
standing, during a series of years he has met with a very considerable 
number of cases, and perhaps with a full share of bad ones. He has 
been in the habit of using the trephine quite freely, and even in doubtful 
cases, and he enjoys the comfortable reflection that in no department of 
practice has he had so great satisfaction. Some very formidable cases, 
and almost uniformly, have been restored, and even where the whole 
upper surface of the cranium has been crushed, so that it was difficult to 
keep the rocking bones in juxtaposition until the adhesive process com- 
menced, and where more than one perforation was necessary to give vent 
to large clots of blood ; and also, where the dura mater has been lacerat- 
ed, and considerable portions of cerebral matter had discharged. 

[To be continued. } 


REMOVAL OF CALCUL] FROM THE URETHRA. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—Having in the course of my practice met with many cases of 
obstructions in the Urethra in consequence of Urinary Calculi, and hav-— 
ing been under the disagreeable necessity of witnessing much protracted 
suffering for the want of efficient means to remedy the difficulty, I was 
induced in the following case to resort to some expedient for the more 
unmediate relief of my patient. 

Nov. 6th, 1834, I was called to visit W. N., a man about 50 years 
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of age ; he informed me he had been afflicted at intervals with a difficulty 
of passing his water, for nearly fifteen years, and after days and somes 
times weeks of extreme suffering he had obtained relief by passing one 
or more calculi in an effort to void his urine. The present attack had 
been of about four days continuance. Discovering in him manifestations 
of excruciating pain in attempting to pass bis water, which in quantity 
was not sufficient to relieve the bladder, induced me to examine the ure- 
thra, that I might discriminate between the suspected cause and a stric- 
ture. With a probe I readily detected a stone about four inches from 
the orifice of the urethra, which stone he said had been stationary about 
three days, as he was confident he had felt it through the parietes of the 
urethra. Thus situated in regard to the responsibility of this case, I 
immediately repaired to a silversmith and ordered an instrument to be 
made according to the following directions. A silver wire, about two 
thirds as large as a common-sized male catheter, nine inches in length, 
with a stationary ring at one end for the purpose of better controlling the 
instrument in an operation. At the other end, or the end to be introduc- 
ed, a small silver wire, an inch or more in length, in the shape of a loop 
or bow, soldered to the shaft, and dilated more or less according to the 
capacity of the urethra or size of the calculus to be extracted. The 
figure below will perhaps give a better idea of the instrument than this 
description. 
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With this instrument I had the satisfaction of relieving my patient 
without any difficulty, or doing any perceptible injury to the parts. In 
evidence of this, he immediately passed his water in a full stream and 
with perfect ease, at the same time expressing to me his regret that such 
an instrument had not been uses in his former paroxysins. 

So admirably did this simple instrument succeed in this case, that I 
have implicit confidence in its utility in all similar cases, and should con- 
ceive I was doing injustice to withhold from the profession a statement 
of this mode of removing calculi from the urethra. The practical utility 
of this instrument is so obvious, and the Operation with it so simple, that 
particular directions may be deemed quite unnecessary ; but lest I leave 
the subject vague, I will give the following directions for its use. The 
loop end of the instrument is to be carefully passed to the calculus, which 
will be readily discovered by the sensation communicated to the hand in 
which the instrument is held. Then the urethra is to be grasped with 
the thumb and index finger of the left hand, that the calculus may not 
recede ; then with a rotatory motion and a cautious effort to pass forward 
the instrument, the fundus of the loop will soon find its way past the cal- 
culus, which with the thumb and finger can be placed and retained within 
the loop, and with a moderate tractile force the operator will be enabled 
to remove the calculus with facility. 


Yours, respectf ully, LeanpDER UTLEY. 
Providence, R. I. April 28th, 1835. 
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BLEEDING BANDS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—In a late Journal you noticed the Bleeding Bands of India rubber, 
invented by Dr. Brewer. On trial, I do not find them, in the operation 
of bleeding, so convenient as I anticipated. There is an inconvenience in 
the application, and especially in the removal ; and an inconvenience, 
arising from the difference of the requisite force to compress the veins 
in the arms of different individuals, is not wholly obviated by the elasti- 
city of the material. IT have straps of India rubber, to each end of which 
leather is secured, which I use with small buckles. Such ligatures I 
think will be found very useful in bleeding, and will obviate the above 
objections to the circular strips or bands. I had procured them with the 
design of using them as ligatures over splints in fractures. In some of 
the modes of treatment of fractures of the lower extremities, the India 
rubber may, perhaps, be found useful in making the desired extension. 
Yours, truly, L. Howe. 


Jaffrey, N. H. May, 1835. 
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MEDICAL COUNSELLORS. 


Wuen the fellows of the Massachusetts Medical Society are properly 
organized for the despatch of business, on the 27th of the present month, 
it certainly devolves upon them to revolutionize the heedless old system 
of electing Counsellors of the several medical districts. Usually, there 
has been a most lamentably languid state of feeling in relation to the men 
who are to be chosen ;—but a decidedly reprehensible practice has been, 
for gentlemen belonging to various parts of the Commonwealth to perform 
the labor of balloting in counsellors of whom in many instances they can 
only have a very partial knowledge ; and this is done, too, without parti- 
cipating at all in the wants or condition of each particular district. 

Another subject should command the immediate attention of the Socie- 
ty, viz., allowing any one district not to be represented at the annual 
meeting. It is doubtless within the recollection of many, that several 
important sections of the State are sometimes entirely without a delegate. 
But worse than all, one person fills out such a catalogue of counsellors 
for a district, under such circumstances, as suits his own notions of the 
wants, ambition and selfishness of some half a dozen uncles, sons, cou- 
sins, and brothers-in-law, which he kindly distributes about the apart- 
ment, and such a phenomenon as an objection to the name of a counsellor 
thus proposed, was never known in that wise*assembly. By this kind of 
forestalling, there have been counsellors re-elected so many successive 
years, that strangers who have read the proceedings must suppose great 
poverty in the Acsculapian ranks—-for promotions or routine in office are 
almost unknown in the history of this learned body. 
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That it gives a practitioner an advantage to be a counsellor, over a 
neighbor who is not one, must be conceded : indeed, there have been 
examples in the medical history of Massachusetts, in which the honor of 
being a counsellor has been felt to be vastly consequential—encouraging 
an illbred and presuming ignoramus to abuse and shamefully maltreat 
his betters in the same profession. By looking over past memoranda, 
the names of some may be recognized who never ought to have had any- 
thing to do with medical legislation. There should be some discrimina- 
tion used in selecting those to wield the influence of the Society, who 
have both the talent and the desire to raise the character of the profes- 
sion. Let each one examine this matter for himself, and be careful that 
his masters are those of his own choice. Radicalism—a restless ambition 
to overturn the established order of things—has nothing to do with these 
suggestions ; they have been prompted solely by a thorough conviction 
that the present mode of making State Counsellors for such as cannot or 
will not do it themselves, is wrong ; and that the election of those who 
have no more regard for the reputation of the Society than for any indif- 
ferent affair, should-no longer be tolerated by the fellows. 


CONNECTICUT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Tue following is a list of the President, Fellows, and Officers of the 
Connecticut Medical Society for the present year, assembled in Conven- 
tion, at Hartford, May 13, 1835. 

Thomas Miner, M.D. President. Silas Fuller, M.D. Vice President. 
Elijah Middlebrook, M.D. Treasurer. Charles Hooker, M.D. Sec’y. 


FELLOWS. 

County of Hartford.—Julius S. Barnes, M.D. George Sumner, M.D. 
Pardon Brownell, M.D. Henry Holmes, M.D. Guy R. Phelps, M.D. 

County of New Haven.—Ebenezer H. Bishop, M.D. Nathan B. 
Ives, M.D. Andrew French, M.D. Arza Andrews, M.D. Josiah F. 
Hunt, M_D. 

Mew London County.—William Hyde. James Morgan, M.D. Ephraim 
Fellows, M.D. Dyer T. Brainard, M.D. William W. Miner, M.D. 

County of Fairfield.—William T. Shelton, M.D. George Blackman, 
ange re Seeley, M.D. Rufus Blakeman, M.D. Ambrose Beards- 
ey, M.D. 

County of Windham.—Hiram Holt, M.D. Eleazer Litchfield. Jus- 
tin Hammond. Virgil M. Palmer, M.D. Mowry Burgess, M.D. 

County of Litchfield.—Johnson C. Hatch, M.D. Josiah G. Beckwith, 
oo Burrit R. North, M.D. Manly Peters, M.D. Charles Vail, 

County of Middleser.—George H. Abernethy, M.D. Ira Hutchinson, 
M.D. Charles Smith. 

County of Tolland.—Joseph C. Dow. Earl Swift, M.D. Alvan 
Talcott, M.D. 

Committee of Examination.—Thomas Miner, ex officio. Silas Fuller, 
Luther Ticknor, Dyer T. Brainard, Earl Swift, Joseph Palmer. 

Committee to nominate Professors in the Medical Institution.—George 
eee Rufus Blakeman, Milo L. North, Andrew Harris, Gaylord 

ells. 

Committee to nominate Physician to Retreat for the Insane.—Thomas 
Hubbard, Eli Ives, John S. Peters, William Buel, Thomas Miner. 
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Hon. S. B. Woodward, M.D. of Worcester, Massachusetts, was elected 
honorary member of the Society. 


SMALLPOX. 


A CORRESPONDENT informs us that a case of smallpox has made its ap- 
pearance in Stow, Mass. Cases have also recently occurred at Charles- 
town. Let vaccination be promoted by the civil authorities, and the 
community will have little cause for alarm. Dr. Mason, of Dartmouth, 
Mass. in a postscript to a letter on the 12th, says—‘‘ The smallpox is 
now in my neighborhood. There have been two very sudden deaths, 
which were thought to be cases of scarlatina of the worst grade ; but two 
others who were with them have sickened since, and have gone through 
the disease with unequivocal marks of genuine smallpox. Some others, 
who have been vaccinated heretofore, are now sick with what will proba- 
bly prove to be varioloid. I shall be able to give you more particulars 
on the subject hereafter.” 


Copland’s Dictionary.—Part IIT. of this valuable publication, in which 
the profession of this country must necessarily feel deeply interested, was 
promised to be out of press in London about the first of May. With re- 
gard to the American edition of this work, of which some notice was 
given last week, we present the following note to the editor from the 
successor to the former publishers. 


Dear Sir,—I perceive in your Journal of the 13th, a notice of Cop- 
land’s Dictionary, which does not convey the actual fact, and I beg you 
will have the kindness to correct it. The embarrassed state of the affairs 
of Lilly, Wait & Co. did not in the least retard the publication of the 
work ; but the sole cause of delay isthe non-arrival of the sheets from 
England. The prospect is thought to be good for the arrival of Part III. 
in all this month. With much respect, &c. SamMueL Cotman, 


Medical College of Ohio.—The General Assembly of Ohio have ap- 
pointed a new Board of Trustees, anda hope is expressed by the editor of 
the Western Journal that something will be done—which means about as 


much as to say that the old faculty should have leave to vacate their 
chairs. 


Cathartics.—Dr. Powell, of Louisville, Ky. has furnished a paper for 
the last No. of the Western Journal of the Medical and Physical Sci- 
ences, on the Utility of Cathartics, which does him great credit. The 
author should do more, and present the profession with a volume upon 
the same subject—for something of the kind is needed from the pen of an 
experienced American practitioner, who possesses a knowledge of the 
diseases peculiar to this climate. 


Botany.—Mr. I. L. Riddell has produced a synopsis of the flora of the 
Western States, in a series of papers, that cannot fail of being extremely 
useful to the physicians spread over the vast regions of the West. Be- 
fore this labor was undertaken, of the medical botany of that interesting 
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section of the United States, which nature seems to have delighted to 
dress with a profusion of her choicest and richest vegetable productions, 
nothing satisfactory was known, unless it were found in the occasional 
notes of travellers. 


Cincinnati: Medical Society.—A fifth annual election of the officers of 
this association has been held, and resulted in the choice of Dr. L. C. 
Rives for President. In the catalogue of officials, is noticed the name of 
a gentleman who was chosen minerulogist. The election of a constable 
would have been quite as appropriate in a medical point of view. 


Medical Periodicals. —On the first of July next, the Western Medical 
Gazette and the Western Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences, 
both heretofore published at Cincinnati, will be united, under the joint 
editorial care of Drs. C. R. Cooper and Silas Reed, favorably known to 
the medical public in this part of the country, as well qualified to sustain 
any periodical confided to their management. 


Cholera.—The Memphis (Tennessee) Gazette, of April 23d, says that 
‘¢ Memphis has again been visited with the cholera. It made its appear- 
ance last week ; in the course of three days, eight or ten well developed 
cases, four deaths—two whites and two blacks—three of those had had 
very bad health for some time. The town is again entirely healthy.”’ 

Accounts from Marseilles to the 4th of April, state that no new cases 
of cholera had occurred in the last two or three days. The city had been 
severely visited by the disease, which had carried off as many as fifty of 
the inhabitants in a day. It is remarkable that four-fifths of the victims 
were females. The terror was so great, that the principal women re- 
mained all night in the churches, in prayer for the removal of the cholera. 
So many of the merchants had fled from the city, that business had nearly 
been suspended. 

We have the London Lancet, of April 4th, in which some account is 


given of the ravages of this fatal disease, but have no room for extracts 
the present week. 


Munificence.—The Eye and Ear Infirmary has, within a few weeks, 
received a bequest of $300 from the estate of the late Deacon Parker, of 
ews, and a liberal donation of $500 from the Hon. Peter C. 

rooks. 

It is time a hospital was commenced : the surgeons of the Institution 
really need better accommodations. A spot at the corner of Hawley and 
Franklin Streets, is worth the attention of the directors. Another eligi- 


_ “ee might be selected in Pearl Street, near the Asylum for the 
ind, 


Phenomenon.—The Propagateur of Calais gives the following incredi- 
ble statement :—A healthy young woman of Merck St. Lievin, near St. 
Omer, suffered for a considerable time such severe pains, that she was 
occasionally deprived of her senses. Lately she felt a strong inclination 
to vomit, and after many efforts she voided a lizard of considerable size, 
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which is supposed to have lodged in the stomach for a long time. Since 
she was thus relieved, she has recovered her former health and strength. 

Within a few years, various accounts have been given, quite as re- 
markable, of live snakes having been vomited. Any professional gentle- 
man who can furnish us with detailed cases, in which living reptiles have 
been thrown from the stomach, will confer a favor. 


Medical Distinction.—At a meeting of the “‘ Royal Academy of Medi- 
cine of Paris,” held on the 17th of February, 1835, Dr. Samuel Jackson, 


of Philadelphia, was unanimously elected a Foreign Corresponding 
Member. 


New Medical Works.—A folio work, with twenty plates, illustrating 
fractures of the extremities, &c. by G. W. Hind, late curator of the Lon- 
don University Anatomical Museum, is being published in London. 

Dr. Dermott, known as the author of some plates on the surgical Ana- 
tomy of the Arteries, prefaces his technicalities with a dissertation on 
medical politics. | 

Mr. John Mallan, a surgeon-dentist, has a little volume in the London 
press on the physiology and diseases of the teeth. 

M. Louis’s Anatomical and Pathological Researches on Phthisis, with 
notes from all modern writers on consumption, &c. by Dr. C. Cowan, 
will soon be for sale here. 


A Word to the Wise.—Mr. Justice Gaselee, in a recent case where a 
surgeon was brought up for operating upon a boy in an almshouse against 
his own will and that of his parents and the overseers, decided that it was 
an assault, and the jury pronounced the surgeon guilty. The question 
had never before come up in England. We think our professional gen- 
tlenen in America ought now to look into the matter, as we are very 
much inclined to the belief that such cases, or those virtually amounting 


to compulsion or menace, have occurred in some of our hospitals, as well 
as almshouses. 


Popularity of Dr. Grant’s Lectures. —Such is the estimation in which 
this gentleman’s lecture on comparative anatomy are held in France, 
Germany, &c. that translations are made into these languages as fast as 
the doctor can deliver them at the London University. Blainville, 
Geoffroy St. Hilaire and Tiedemann, are his warmest admirers. Why 
are they not republished here? Every man of scientific taste in America 
would feel the necessity of having the work. 


Medical Translations.—Winslow Lewis, Jr. M.D. of this city, proposes 
a translation of Gall on the Functions of the Brain, and Manec on the 
Ligatures of Arteries. They could not fall into better hands. 


By a recent decision in the District Court at Philadelphia, it appears 
that Dr. Dunn, who left his horse at the side of the street while he visited 
a patient, had a verdict returned against him for the price of a horse. 

he Doctor’s horse was frightened, and, not being fastened, ran away, 
and struck the shafts of the gig against another horse and killed it. 
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Note.—We beg leave to direct the attention of our readers to an article on 
the first page of to-day’s Journal, by Dr. Jackson of this city, a gentleman 
eminently distinguished as a teacher of Theory and Practice in the Medical 
School of Harvard University. 


Ditn—At Edenton, N. C. Dr. Matthias E. Sawyer, 64.—At Fort Gibson, Ar- 
kansas Territory, Dr. S. W. Hales, Assistant Surgeon U.S. A.—In Salem, Dr. 
Benjamin L. Oliver, aged 75, of an affection of the heart.—At Plymptom, Mass, 
Dr. Calvin Bradford, 81—At Bangor, Me. Dr. James Taylor, 63.—At Baltimore, 
Md. Dr. Alexander C. Jameson—At Newport, R. 1. Dr. William Jerauld Wil- 
liams, aged 22. 


Whote number of deaths in Boston for the week ending May 16, 20. Males, 10—Females, 10, 
Of consumption, 8—accidental, 2—tits, l—old age, 1—intemperance, 2—infantile, 1—dropsy on 
the brain, 1—apoplexy, |—pleurisy fever, 1. Stillborn, 1. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL NOTICE. 
A puystcrtan Wishes to purchase, in some pleasantly located town, in which there is good society, 
the stand and business of a gentleman who could introduce him successfully to his routine of practice. 
As he has a sinall family, a moderate establishment as it regards buildings on the premises to be sold, 
would only be necessary. Address to the editor of the Medical and Surgical Journal, post paid, who 
will furnish the address of the advertiser. May 2), 1835, 


PHILOSOPHICAL APPARATUS. 
JOSEPH BROWN, of the late firm of BROWN & PEIRCE, 87 Washington Street, up stairs, manu- 
factures and Keeps constantly for sale, a large variety of apparatus, illustrative of the different de- 
partments of science, as Mechanics, Hydrostatics, Pneumatics, Electricity, Galvanism, Magnetistn ; 
Optics or Models of the Eye, and Acoustics or Models of the Ear, two beautiful pieces of apparatus 
(devised by J. V. C. Smita, M.D.), of great worth to the medical student and anatomical lecturer. 
All the above articles are manufactured of the best of materials, and in a thorough manner. 
Models of the Eye and Ear may be seen at the office of the Medical Journal. 
Boston, May 6, 1835. ‘ 


WILLIAM WILEY, of Baltimore, manufacturer of Cutlery and Surgical Instruments, No, 23 Water 
Street, Boston. All Kinds of instruments ground and repaired. 3t. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 
Puystcrans in any part of the United States may hereafter be furnished with pure vaccine virus, by 
addressing the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal—inelosing one dollar. Letters must 
be post-paid, or they will not be taken from the Post Oifice. ‘The virus will invariably be sent by the 
first mail, unless some other mode of conveyance is directed. Ten charged quills, an ample quan- 
tity for meeting any sudden emergency, and certainly sufficient to propagate a supply from, will be 
secureiy packed in a letter. The gentleman who has undertaken to keep the virus, will faithfully 
supply that which is positively genuine and recently taken. It will also be furnished on application 
at the Medical Journal office. 
Boston, March 4, 1834. 


PHILOSOPHICAL AND ASTRONOMICAL APPARATUS. 
N. B. CHAMBERLAIN, No. 9 School St. Boston, manufactures Philosophical, Astrenomical, Pneu- 
matic, Hydrostatic, and Electrical Apparatus, Mechanical Powers, &c. of beautiful workmanship, 
designed for Lecture Rooms and public instruction in Schools, Academies and Colleges. Portable 
models of the Steam Engine, put in motion by aspirit lamp, afforded at a very reasonable rate, can 
be obtained at any time, by addressing the advertiser by mail. 

Boston, February 4, 1835. eptf, 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 

‘ Tne subscribers have associated for the purpose of giving Medical Instruction on the following 

erms :— 

_ Convenient Rooms well furnished, with access to a good Medical Library, and the necessary faci- 
lities fur demonstrative Anatomy and Surgical operations. 

The privilege of attending at the almshouse and a private hospital, now in successful operation, 

together with the important cases, both in physic and surgery, which occur in a pretty extensive pri- 
vate practice. Terms—50a year. JOSEPH H, FLINT 


ELISHA MATHER, 
NorTHAMPTON, Mass. AUSTIN FLINT. 


&F (nstruction in modern Dentistry will be given for a small addit ional compensation. 
May 13. eop6m 


‘THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is publi { 
CJ h AL published every Wednesday, by D. 
CLAPP, JR. at 1384 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom al! communications must 
be adidressed, post-paid, It is also published in Monthly Parts, on the Ist of every month, each Part 
containing the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover.—Price $3,00 a year in 


advance, $3,59 after threo months,and $4,00 if not paid withi eae ; 
—Postage the same as for a rant dy ’ Pp ithin the year.—Every seventh copy ,gratis 
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